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To End Fight 



United Press International 


House Majority. Leader Jim Wright 
said yesterday he has made recom- 
mendations- to try to settle a bitter 
conflict between the chairman of the 
House Committee on Assassinations 
and its members and staff. ' 

Wright said he hopes, all parties 
now can get on with the job of investi- 
gating- the killings^ of; John F.? 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr. ~ 
Wright said he has talked to Rich- 
ard Sprague, w'hcr commitee chair- 
man. Henry Gonzalez, tried to fire as 
chief ; counsel, and Kenneth . Brooten, 
named'by Gonzalez. as the | •acting” 
chief counsel. . ^ • T ; 

"‘It is important- to bear in -mind, 
however, that these are only recom- 
mendations,” the Texas. Democrat 
said. “They are not orders. I have no 
power to order -the conimittee* their 
members or staff to do anything.” 

He said Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill 
“asked me to . try to work ' out a 
modus vi'vendi by which the maxi- 
mum dignity of the House could be i 
preserved and the committee permit-; 
ted to resume its business in an 
orderly and professional way andl 
carry out the mandate given it by the 
House.” ; , :-;^y ... . .. .-i 

Wright would not - comment di- 
rectly.on reports he had told Sprague 
to sit .do'wn - wfth Brooten and that 
they had agreed to' cut >taff and ex-; 
penses and try;to reconcile tdieir dif-v 
ferences. - y yf 
‘ 1 Any : suggestionscl^Ea ^: ! made uS 
modifications thereof must be imple^ 
m ent ed^by H h&, com miitee^elf^ 
Wright said. .“Obviously this ^annott 
be done nfth e 1 ab se n c e;6f the commit-] 
tee’s chairman, Henry'Gonzalez,.who3 
is physically, ilk and confined to his] 
bed in SarrAntbnib.” ?'Y ,C! M 

Wright said he could not usurp the 
prerogatives of Gonzalez, “in whom l] 
have enormous confidence,” rior that 
of the committee members. 

An authorized - staff ' spokesman 
said reports that Wright had ordered 
Sprague - to make v cuts and that 
Sprague had agreed and that the. feud 
was ended were “incorrect.” * : * 

Another 1 - committee ^source said 
“there- is ho .^y'^Spraguevcduld 
have accepted -the reported compro- 
mise and. her was sitting, tight in his 
job. • ; : ^y ->-••• ■ . >*> 

Although' Sprague^ was fired by 
Gonzalez Feb. 10, the If other mera 
bers of the panel told himv to Ignore 
the ^ 




